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TMs  laaterial  lias  Teen  prepared  to  S'apply 
assistance  for  discussion  groups.  It  is  not  in- 
tended to  direct  attention  to  any  particular 
point  of  view.  Neither  is  it  pres’jmed  to  He  a 
complete  or  even  an  orderly  presentation  of  tne 
discussion  possililities  of  the  topic.  Its  pur- 
T)ose  is  to  stimulate  discussion.  It  is  intended 
to  assist  in  creating  opportunities  for  discussion 
in  tne  "belief  that  through,  intense  discussion 
people  may  find  ways  of  thinking  through  for  them- 
selves vital  questions  wliich  require  democratice 
decision. 


The  attention  of  discussion  leaders  and  others 
is  called  particularly  to  the  avadlaoility  of  "Dis- 
cussion! A Brief  guide  to  Methods-"  This  contains 
practical  suggestions  and  information. 

Copies  of  "Discussion:  A Brief  Guide  to 
Methods,"  and  copies  of  this  and  other  group  dis- 
cussion topics  can  he  obtained  from  the  Department 
of  Agriculture,  Room  202,  Washington,  D-  C.,  or  by 
writing  to  the  state  agricultural  college  of  your 
st  a Li  e * V 
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WHA.T  ZlKD  01  RURAL  LIFE  CM  ^ LOPE 
FOSWASD  ?0  IIT  TES  UlTITSI)  STAGES? 


American  rural  life  of  the  past  has  'been  unique  hecause 
of  our  rich  national  land  resources,  oecause  other  nations  were 
anxious  to  huy  our  farm  products,  our  extensive  use  of  science 
and  macnines  in  farm  production,  and  "because  farm  OYjnershix)  could 
he  easily  accomplished.  At  the  present  time  some  of  our  lands 
are  exhausted, -foreign  demands  for  our  farm  products  have  declined 
and  for  the  first  time  in  our  history  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
rural  families  are  receiving  public  charity.  Cur  rural  life  of 
tne  future  will  prohahly  he  considerably  different  from  what  it 
ha,s  been  in  the  past. 


1.  ASS  TinPS  VALUES  IE  RUSAL  MODES  OS  LISE  SO  DISTIITCT 

URBAS  MODES  OE  LIES  THAT  THEY  SHOULD  AT  ALL  COSTS.  BE  COIR 
SERVED  ADD  EOSTEPHD  HY  THE.  EATIOl'T? 


2.  IS  THERE  AEY  REASOE  TO  BELIEVE  THAT  AMERICAE  RURAL  LIRE 
CAE  EOREVER  BE  liADE  SUPERIOR  TO  THE  PLEASANT  LIES  OE 
EJROPEAN  COUNTRIES? 

3.  CAN  WE  HAVE  THS  HIND  OE  RURAL  LIES  WE  WAITT  IN  THE  UNITED 
STATES  WITHOUT  HAVING-  SOMETHINC  APPROACH  I NO  100  PERCENT 
EAPM  HOME  OWNERSHIP? 


4. 


t? 


I?  COl'TTimiSD  PP.OGBUSS  IS  ilADS  IIT  T'ES  COHfflP.CIALIZA'TIOU 
AiTD  tiECHAIIIZATIOH  OP  Ai'EEICAlT  I-GEICUITUES  WILL  IT  PLISUXT 
III  THE  LECLIl-IE  OF  AivlSPJCAJI  FAHii  FAiilLY  LIFE? 

SHOULD  TEE  C-OWHHHI-IEITT  i;i\'COIIPA.GF  S1A4LL  HOLDIUGS,  FAIULY- 
SIZHD  FAPidS,  AHD  DI3C0UEAGE  LARGH-SCAL3  "IlIDUSTHIAL." 
FABiCNG-,  AS  A ivLATTFH  OF  PUBLIC  POLICY? 


6.  CAU  TH3  TREIID  T0WA3D  LAHGS-SCALS  EFFICISHCISS  BF  GOYEHHFD? 
HAVE  liE  AUY  CHOICE  AS  TO  THE  FUTLYS  PATISPPIS  OF  PUPAL  LIFE 
OP  WILL  THEY  BE,  AS  HI  THE  PAST.  LARGELY  DETE?JCi\iED  BY 
ECONOMIC  FORCES  ON  TEE  MARCH? 
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"The  most  satisfactory  rural  life  can  ho  attained  hy 
increasing  the  net  farm  income.  Parmers  produce  the  prime 
necessities  of  life  for  the  re'-^t  of  society  and  therefore  so- 
ciety owes  them  an  income  great  enough  to  make  it  possihle  for 
them  to  have  all  the  necessities  and  conveniences  of  life  and 
a fair  amo’cnit  of  leisure." 

"Purnish  farmers  adepuate  income  and  they  will  huy 
7/hat  they  need  and  want.  They  know  what  they  need  and  want, 
Guarantee  them  p^archasing  power  and  they  will  huild  a good 
rural  life,  without  special  planning  or  guidance." 


"The  last  way  on  earth  to  get  a good  rural  life  would 
he  to  make  it  possible  for  nnral  peoijle  to  huy  what  city  people 
have.  A rich  rurpj.  life  decays  just  to  the  extent  that  urban 
habits  of  spending,  urban  interests  and  urban  standards  of 
order  penetrate  rural  areas.  The  rural  population,  through 
high  birth  rates  and  hea^ltliful  living,  aJways  has  and  should 
continue  to  g'narantee  the  vitality  of  the  nation.  The  surest 
way  to  happiness  and  a.  rich  nnroR  life  is  to  perpetuate  a con- 
siderp.ble  degree  of  isolation,  self-s-iff iciency  and  native 
culture  in  ruraJ  areas.  City  w-ays  are  not  adp.pted  to  rural  areas 
and  the  contribution  rural  life  can  maiee  to  the  nation  will  be 
greatly  limited  if  attempts  are  ma.de  to  impose  urban  Wcays  and 
standards  on  country  people." 

Ill 

"Ey  a graduated  land  tax,  by  preferential  crop  quotas 
and  callotmonts,  or  by  outright  subsidy,  the  Government  should 
encourage  small  holdings,  family-sized  farms,  and  discoura.go  or 
pena.lize  lar^-scal-e,  industrial  farming  correspondingly.  TThat 
wo  need  are  more  small  farmn,  independently  oiviied  or  operated. 

A moral  life  built  on  such  a pattern  will  sustain  more  people, 
hold  more  families  together  and  provide  not  only  a more  satis- 
fying existence,  but  a sounder  founda.tion  for  American  democracy." 


” A nation  can  not  gron  bcaclnvards . To  penalise  large-- 
scale  farming  operations,  with  centralised  management,  cidvanced 
machinery,  and  the  utmost  use  of  Siich  coimnercial  and  industrial 


techniques  an  other  businesses  emplo;/,  is  to  curb  progress,  and 
to  press  upon  agriculture,  sepatrately,  un-Am.erican,  peasant-^like 
standards.  To  do  so  by  taxing  large- scad e operations  out  of 
existence,  or  by  use  of  differential  crop  .allotments  — v;ith  no 
adju.stment  pa,:./ments  made,  for  instance,  on  more  than  100  acres 
of  v/heat , per  farm — would  be  to  penalize  inventiveness  and  free 
enterprise,  and  to  indemnify  sloth  and  inefficiency.” 
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